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The Membership Application for The Sons of the Republic of Texas (SRT) is available on the SRT website 
(srttexas.org).  You can access the application and instructions for completion through the following steps: 

1. Select the Membership tab at the top of the SRT Home page.  Then scroll down and select the 
Application section.   

2. The Application section contains the SRT Application in both a PDF and a MS Word file.  This section 
also contains this SRT Application Instructions and Research Guide. 

3. Select the MS Word Application file and save the file to your computer.  NOTE:  The SRT Application File 
cannot be completed online through the SRT website and saved there.  The MS Word Application file can 
be edited but you must first save the file to your computer and update it from there.  You may need to 
select the yellow „Enable Editing‟ button to be able to edit the document.  

Once completed, print the application on letter size paper.  The applicant signs where noted on the 
bottom of page 4.  This signature must be notarized.  Submit the application together with the primary 
documents and payment to the SRT Headquarters.  See address information at the bottom of page 1 of 
the application.   

Application Completion Instructions – Page 1:   

Applicant Personal Information 

This section provides personal contact information for the individual applying for membership.  A cell phone may 
be used for either the Home Telephone or Office Telephone.  An example of the completed section is shown 
below: 

 

Application Types and Fees 

This section identifies the type of membership being applied for.  Select the box next to the membership type.   

 

The table below provides an explanation of each membership type. 

Application Type Description 

$75 Regular For living adults 18 years of age and older. Applicants for regular membership 
pay a non-refundable application fee of $75. Their dues are waived for the 
current year.   

$50 Junior For individuals under 18 years of age.  This amount includes a one-time $50 
application fee.  Junior members pay no annual membership fees until they turn 
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Application Type Description 

18 years of age.  After turning 18, they automatically become a full regular 
member of the SRT and are then subject to a $50 annual membership fee.  

$30 Supplemental Used to record information for additional qualifying ancestors for an existing SRT 
member.  This amount includes a one-time $30 application processing fee.  

$150 Posthumous Used for deceased individuals who qualify for membership and who lived after 
the SRT founding on March 30, 1922. These are generally used by families who 
would like an SRT medallion for their ancestor‟s gravestone.  Gravestone 
medallions are available only to current SRT members. 

$1000 Under 18 Lifetime membership for an individual under 18 years of age.  This application 
also requires a $50 Life Processing Fee if no prior membership. 

$750 18-40 Lifetime membership for an individual who is currently 18 to 40 years of age.  
This application also requires a $50 Life Processing Fee if no prior membership.   

$600 Over 40 Lifetime membership for an individual who is currently over 40 years of age.  
This application also requires a $50 Life Processing Fee if no prior membership.   

$50 Life Processing Fee if 
no prior membership 

This fee is applicable if the lifetime application is for a new member.  

Applicant’s Qualifying Ancestor and Desired SRT Chapter 

This section identifies the applicant‟s ancestor who was a resident of the Republic of Texas prior to February 19, 
1846, and the SRT chapter the applicant would like to join.  See the Section on Locating Supporting 
Documents for help in performing research and locating supporting documents to identify a qualifying ancestor. 

1. Enter the full name of the applicant‟s ancestor who was in the Republic of Texas on the line above “Full 
name of qualifying Republic of Texas ancestor.”   

2. Enter the Name and Location of the SRT Chapter that you would like to be affiliated with on the line 
above “Name and Location of Chapter with which affiliation is desired, if any.”  A list of the SRT Chapters 
can be found in the Chapters section at the bottom of the Membership page on the website.  If you do not 
wish to be affiliated with a specific chapter, leave this line blank or enter “None”. 

An example of the completed section is shown below: 

 

Recommended by the following SRT members 

Applications must be signed by three current SRT members.  You can locate a Chapter near you and have 
members sign the application, or you can contact the SRT Historian General for assistance. 

Approved by the following SRT officers 

Once an application is submitted and approved by the SRT Historian General, the application is signed by the 
current SRT officers as final approvals. 
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Application Completion Instructions – Page 2:   

This section identifies the direct lineage back to the qualifying ancestor who was in Texas prior to February 19, 
1846.  Begin with the applicant‟s information and provide information on each generation going back to the 
qualifying ancestor.  Information on all generations back to the qualifying ancestor must be included.  Keep 
in mind that a lineage may follow either the father‟s or mother‟s line.   

 For male ancestors, enter their full legal name. 

 For female ancestors, enter which marriage this was (for the husband) and their maiden name. 

 Enter dates in the following format:  02 Mar 1836 

 Enter the City and County where the event occurred.  Use only /County if no City is available. 

 Enter States as abbreviations. 

Below is an example of a completed section providing the ancestor information needed. 
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Application Completion Instructions – Page 3:   

This section provides summary information about the qualifying ancestor and identifies the specific documents 
that prove they were in service of or a resident in the Republic of Texas.   

Eligibility for Membership 

This application section summarizes the requirements for membership in The Sons of the Republic of Texas. 

About The Qualifying Ancestor 

In your own words, enter a summary of what is known about the qualifying ancestor.  Below are two examples of 
the type of summary to enter.  Either the Simple or Detailed style may be used.   

 

Proof of Ancestor in the Republic of Texas 

Identify the specific document that proves the qualifying ancestor listed on Page 1 was in the Republic of Texas.  
Only one document is needed.  This document is typically a Mexican Land Grant, tax rolls prior to 1846, census 
records showing children born in Texas prior 1846, land grants prior to 1846, or other documents showing the 
ancestor in Texas prior to 1846.  Below is an example of the completed section. 

See the Section on Locating Supporting Documents for help with performing research and locating documents 
to prove a qualifying ancestor was in the Republic of Texas. 
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Application Completion Instructions – Page 4:   

About the Applicant 

This section identifies the specific documents provided to prove the direct lineage to the qualifying ancestor.  See 
the Section on Locating Supporting Documents for a list of valid documents. 

1
st
 Generation (Applicant) – A Birth Certificate copy is required for the applicant.  The birth certificate must show 

the name (mother or father) of whose line is being used to establish direct lineage to a qualifying ancestor.  

2
nd

 – 10
th
 Generation – For each generation, identify the one specific individual and the document(s) used to 

prove the lineage from generation to generation.  These individuals must match up to the individuals as listed on 
Page 2 of the application.   

Submit only photocopies of the documents identified in this section as originals cannot be returned. For males, 
only one supporting document is needed to show the relationship from generation to generation.  For females, 
two documents are needed to prove the relationship to their parents and to prove their marriage to a specific 
spouse.  WHENEVER POSSIBLE, ONLY SUBMIT ONE SUPPORTING DOCUMENT PER GENERATION WITH 
YOUR APPLICATION.  Below is an example of a completed section. 

 

Applicant Signature and Notary 

The applicant must sign and date Page 4 of the applicant.  The applicant’s signature must be notarized. 

For Junior Membership Applications, the child should sign their application if able.  Otherwise, the person 
submitting the application should sign the child‟s name for them. 

Once the application is completed, signed, and notarized; send a copy of the application along with copies of the 
primary documents identified on Page 4, and a check for the appropriate application amount to the SRT 
Headquarters.  See bottom of Page 1 for the address. 
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Locating Primary and Supporting Documents   

This section identifies types of primary and additional supporting documents that can be used to prove direct 
lineage to a qualifying ancestor.  This section also provides information on where to find primary documents and 
how to search for them.  For questions regarding primary and supporting documents, contact the SRT Historian 
General or a member of a local SRT Chapter for assistance.   

NOTE:  Information obtained from Find a Grave or from family trees on genealogy websites (such as Ancestry, 
My Heritage, Family Search, etc.) are not valid for primary documents to prove your direct lineage to your 
qualifying ancestor.  They can be used as additional supporting documentation. 

When making copies of primary documents, be sure to include the source of the document.  For example, if using 
a census document, the year and county information related to the census information must be included. 

Types of Valid Primary Documents   

County Vital Statistics  

Vital statistics (such as birth, death, and marriage) records were not required in Texas until 1903.  These records 
can used to prove parent to child relationships and where and when an event took place (such as the birth of a 
child or parent or a marriage).  Many of these records are available online.  However, you may need to contact or 
visit County Courthouses and physically look through their books to find and obtain copies of the records. 

Church and Family Bible Records 

Local churches generally kept detailed records on when members joined their congregation and the births, 
christenings, confirmations, deaths, and marriages within their congregation.  These are useful when searching 
for information prior to 1903.  Many of these have been digitized and are available online through one of the 
genealogy websites.  However, you may need to directly contact churches in a specific area for information from 
their records. 

Family Bible records may also be used to show relationships between parent and child or marriages and event 
locations.  They are particularly useful if they contain specific dates for births, christenings, confirmations, 
marriages, or deaths.  Some of these Bible records are available online through several of the genealogy 
websites.  

Republic of Texas and County Public Records 

Republic of Texas records (such as land grants and land donations, along with Mexican Land Grants) can be 
used to establish that an individual was a resident of the Republic.  County public records include tax rolls, voter 
records, wills, probate records, deeds, and land records.  These records can be used to establish parent to child 
relationships (wills or probate records) and that an individual was a resident of a certain county at a specific time.  
Many of these are available online.  However, many records have not been digitized and/or indexed so they will 
not show up online in a general search.  You may need to contact or visit County Courthouses and physically look 
through their books to find and obtain copies of the records. 

Federal Census Records 

Federal census records are available beginning from 1850.  From 1820 to 1840, the census only lists the head of 
household.  Beginning in 1850, every individual in the household was listed by name.  These records can be used 
to establish parent to child relationships, where an individual resided during the census year, and where they 
were born.  For example, on the 1850 census, if a child is listed as seven years old and born in Texas, this proves 
the family resided in the Republic of Texas.  The 1890 census was destroyed by fire and is not available.  All 
existing census records are available online.  However, note that some names may vary greatly in their spelling 
from census to census. 

Published Reference Books 

Information contained in published reference books may be used as primary documents.  Family genealogy 
books cannot be used.  You will need to provide the Title, author, publisher, published date, and page information 
along with a copy of the page or pages containing your ancestor‟s information.  These references can be used to 
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establish parent to child relationships and the location of events such as birth, marriage, death, and land 
ownership.   

Military Records 

Muster Rolls or Military Pension records can be used to prove that an individual was in the service of the Republic 
of Texas.  Many of these can be found online using websites such as Ancestry.com or Fold3.com. 

Newspaper Obituaries 

Newspaper obituaries may be used if the deceased‟s parents and/or children are named.  Obituaries may also 
provide additional information that can be used to establish relationships and/or location of events.  Many of these 
can be found online using websites such as Ancestry.com or Newspapers.com. 

Sources for Locating Primary Documents  

You can use several online genealogy sites to locate and print copies of documents needed to prove your lineage 
back to your qualifying ancestor.  Some are paid subscription sites, and some are free.  If you sign up for a library 
card at Clayton Genealogy Library in Houston, you can access some of the paid subscription sites for free 
through the library‟s website.  You can apply for a library card online as well.   

Ancestry (Ancestry.com) 

You can access many vital statistic, church records, county public records, and federal census records that have 
been digitized and indexed through this paid online subscription site.  This site also contains additional documents 
that have been added by family members such as death certificates, birth certificates, etc.  

1. Use the Search option in the main toolbar at the top of the Ancestry Home Page. 

2. Enter as much information as possible about a person to begin a search.  Add or remove information in 
the search criteria as necessary to expand or narrow the results returned. 

3. Select „United States” for the Collection Focus option to limit the search to United States records. 

Tips for Searching: 

 To narrow your search, estimate birth dates using information found in the census or other records. 

 Narrow your search for marriage records by looking at the age and birthplace of the first child. This 
information can also be found in census records. 

 Court records like wills can help you estimate death dates and establish parent to child relationships. 

Family Search (FamilySearch.com) 

This is a free online genealogy site through the Mormon Church with access to many of the same records as 
Ancestry.com.  However, through Family Search you can also access additional records and books that have 
been digitized but not indexed for searching.  So, you must look through the digitized pages to search for 
information for your ancestor.  Some available records can be accessed through your home computer, but some 
records must be accessed from a Family History Center site.  These are generally located at one of the LDS 
Churches and are free for use by the public.  The Family History Center sites also provide free access to other 
genealogy sites such as Ancestry, My Heritage, Newspapers.com, and Fold3. 

Indexed Search 

Records must have been digitized and indexed for the information to show up in a search for an individual.  Many 
records have not been indexed and will not appear in a general search for an individual.  A search performed 
using the main Search option will generally only return records that have been indexed. 

Catalog Search 

Some records have been digitized but not indexed so you must look through each page of the records to locate 
ones for a specific individual.  Using the Catalog option under the Main Toolbar Search, you can enter a place 
(such as Austin County, Texas) and search for all records that may be available related to that place.  You can 
then review these records to possibly locate information on an ancestor.  Some of these microfilm records can 
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only be viewed at a Family History Center.  Catalog Searches can also be performed using Surnames, Authors, 
Titles, Keywords, and Subjects. 

Texas General Land Office (glo.texas.gov) – This website contains early Texas land records including 

Mexican Land Grants that can be used to establish an ancestor‟s early presence in the Republic of Texas.  Land 
records after 1846 and up to the 1880‟s may still contain awarded land grants given for service during the Texas 
Revolution.  To search for records:   

1. Select History in the brown banner. 

2. Select Land Grant Search in the left column. 

3. Under Original Grantee, enter the last name, first name of person you are looking for.  Example: Last, 
First (There must be a space after the comma and prior to the First Name.) 

4. Locate your ancestor‟s name under the Grantee column.  Select the File Number on the left to view the 
document. 

Clayton Genealogy Library and other local libraries 

The Clayton Genealogy Library is one of the top genealogy libraries in the nation.  In addition to their numerous 
books, they provide free access to several of the paid subscription sites such as Ancestry or My Heritage.  You 
can apply for a library card online and then access most of their services from your home computer.  Their 
website is houstonlibrary.org 

From the Library‟s Home page, select the Research Tab on the main Toolbar.  Then select the Genealogy option 
or the Newspapers option to display the various sources available through the library. 

County Courthouses 

Many records contained in County Courthouses have not been digitized; and therefore, are not available online.  
You may need to visit certain County Courthouses (or other locations where their old records are housed – check 
before you go) and physically look through each of their books of hand-written records.  Do not trust indexes in 
the front of some books to be complete.  It is better to look through each page of the book in your search for 
information on a specific person.   

Texas State Library and Archives Commission 

You can access Republic of Texas claim records through the Texas State Library website.  These records can be 
used to prove an individual was in the service of the Republic of Texas or resided there during the Republic 
timeframe.  This is a free site and digitized images of the claim documents are available.  The website is:  
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/repclaims/ 

 

Any documentation deemed not necessary for proof of lineage 
(War of 1812, Civil War, Canary Islanders, etc.) will be discarded.  
Only documentation pertaining to direct lineage from the 
Republic of Texas years to present is required. Please do not 
Staple your applications. 


